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Being a SKETCH only 


Of a larger W O RK upon the ſame P L AN . 
Wherein the different 


'TEMPERS, PASSIONS, and MANNERS of Men, 
Will be particularly conſidered, 


Hear BAY whoſe graver "DOE in equal gels 
I weigh, to ſee whoſe heavineſs prevails; 
Attend the trial I popes to make, Dont. 


By the 11 TOR of the 
Hiſtory and Antiquities of WHEATF IELD in SUFF OLE. 


S&: 0 N D O N: 
Printed for R. and J. Dops IE in Pall-Mall, 1763. 
{ Price One Shilling and Six-Pence. ] 
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WILLIAM HOGARTH, Efuire 


SIR), 


HE Author begs Leave, with the greateſt Reſpect, to 
put the following Performance into your Hands; ſome 
Parts of which, he flatters himſelf, may amuſe you, and the dull- 
eſt, he hopes, "will at leaſt lull you to Reſt: A favourable Cir- 
cumſtance that attends but few Pamphlets. For, how many 
have we in the Compaſs of a Year, that, like the Clickings of a 


Spider behind the Wainſcot, neither keep us quite awake, nor let 
us ſleep ſound ? 


His Pretenſions, which muſt alſo be his Apology, for taking 


this Liberty, he derives from the Nature of his Subject: For (tho 


at an immenſe Diſtance in the Execution) he fancies he bears ſome 


Kind of Relation to you in his Deſign ; which is to ridicule thoſe 
Characters, that more ſerious Admonitions cannot amend. 

How happy You are in your Pourtraits of Fol Lv, all, but the 
Subjects of them; confeſs; and your more moral Pieces, none, 
but the abandoned, diſapprove. We cannot perhaps point to the 


very Man or Woman, who have been ſaved from Ruin by them, 
yet we may fairly conclude, from their general Tendency, many 


have: For ſuch cautionary Exhibitions correct, without the 
Harſhneſs of Reproof, and are felt and remembered, when rigid 
Dogmatizings are rejected and forgotten. 


Segnius irritant animos demiſſa per aurem, 


 Ruam que ſunt oculis ſubjefta fidelibus.— 


Your HaRTOr's and Raxz's Progreſs ſtrike the Mind with 
Horror and. Deteſtation | Every Scene, but the firſt of Innocence, 


is an alarming Repreſentation of the fatal Conſequences of Im- 
/ | A 2 morality 
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morality and Profuſeneſs! You very juſtly give them not a Mo- 


ment. of rational and true Enjoyment. And herein you excell 
the very ingenious Author of the Bzccar's Or ERA, who ſuffers 
his profligate Crew to be happy zoo long, and takes them off at 
laſt, without leaving /uffcient Abhorrence behind, among the 
Spectators. | 
Your yet more ſerious Pieces are elevated and fublimed into a 
Beauty of Holineſs, fit for the ſacred Places of their Deſtination. 
Your Pieces of mere Amuſement are ſo natural and ſtriking, 
that a Man cannot look at them without fancying himſelf one of 
the Company; he forgets they are Pictures, and ruſhes into their 


Diverſions as in real Life. 


In Truth, Sir, you have found out the Philoſopher's wiſhed- 


For Key to every Man's Breaſt ; or you have, by ſome Means or 


other, found a Way to break open the Lock. Zoyyrus could 
hit off (if it was his own Sagacity) a Failing or two in a Modeſt 
Philoſopher, who was ready to confeſs before he was accuſed ; 


but You have brought to publick View the lurking Wickedneſs 
of Man's Heart, intrenched in Hardineſs and Obſtinacy, and in- 


veloped in the ſanctimonious Veil of ſtudied, and deep- covered 
Hypocriſy. 

While you, Ss, live, which the Author hopes will be many 
Years, he thinks to poſtpone the Commencement of his Scheme 
of weighing Mens Under/tandings, Paſſions, &c. for no Man would 
{lowly trace out by a Mechanical Apparatus, what You can in- 
ſtantaneoufly diſcover by Intuition. | 

The Author begs to be conſidered as one of your many, many 
Thouſand Admirers, and to ſubſcribe himſelf, Six, your de- 
voted, 


And moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 
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AHYSIOGNOMY, as it was practiſed by the Ancients, 
P was founded on careful obſervations upon the complexion, 
lines, and ſhape of the body in general, compared with the 
manners, tempers, and underſtandings of men: but cuſtom, 
which oftentimes diſpenſes with Etymological propriety, has 
now confined it to the lineaments of the face only; and has 
taken ſo large a ſtride as to make Phyz and Countenance the ſame 
thing; and index animi vultus is in every man's mouth, = 
The moft famous in this ſcience were the Egyptians; owing 
probably, not ſo much to their unquenchable thirſt after know- 
ledge, as to the formation and conſtitution of their language; 
which, conſiſting of the repreſentations and figures of animals, 
(primi per figuras animalium Ag yþptii ſenſus mentis afſingebant, 
ſays Tacitus) inſtead of letters, obliged them to trace minutely 
the nature and properties of each, before they could expreſs their 
ideas by them; and this neceſſity brought on a habit of enquiry, 
which led them to their obſervations on human beings. 


There are innumerable inſtances of their ſagacity upon record; 


but the greateſt is the well known ſtory of the Phy/fognomi/t who 
came to Athens in the time of Socrates to exhibit his art; for, 


being aſked the diſpoſition of that great Philoſopher, he pro- 
nounced him a paſſionate, ſour fellow; which Socrates himſelf _ 


allowed to be true, before he conquered his natural temper. 
Dante's 
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Dante's Characters, in his view of Purgatory, are founded on the 
ſame principles; and Shake/pear makes Cz/ar regard the larger 
lines of it, when he remarks upon Caſſius's © lean hungry look,” 
and wiſhes him “ fatter.” 3 
The modern pretenders to this Science have brought it into 
diſrepute, particularly the Qyſſes, by confining it to lewd 
prognoſticks of love, and by joining Palmiſtry, or the art of 
picking pockets to it. The firſt appearance of theſe vagabonds 
was in Germany, tho they claim their deſcent from Egypt; and 
their ſubfuſk complexions were probably acquired by greaſy un- 
guents and fuliginous mixtures dried in by the ſun ; which have 
been carried on through many ſucceſſions by generation; ſo that 
for aught we know, the firſt Negro, about whoſe colour ſub ju- 
dice lis eft, might be a Chimney- ſweeper with his ſoot waſhed in. 
But tho' this Science in its genuine ſenſe be loſt, or not pro- 
perly cultivated in Exgland, it is certain that to this day we un- 
wittingly make uſe of many of the terms of it: we familiarly talk 
of men of Gravity, and men of Levity, of open and reſerved 
countenances, without conſidering that we then ſpeak in the cha- 
racer of Phy/rognomi/ts ; for, neither Gravity, nor Levity, Openneſs, 
nor Reſervedneſs, in their primary meaning, imply any particular 
make or arrangement of features, Terms of art are dangerous 
things for thoſe to meddle with, who know not the art they be- 
long to, and generally lead men into errors and abſurdities: to 
this ignorance is owing the groſs miſapplication of the term Gra- 
vity; which, according to the laws of Phyfognomy, means heavi- 
neſs; yet, becauſe the God-like countenance of a ſtudious, thought- 
ful, meditating man, is at the time fixed.and unmoved, the in- 
ſenſible face of a grave (dull) one, claims, and poſſeſſes, from 
that circumſtance, an equal rank with him. The Lion is amoſt 
noble creature, and every beaſt of the field would be glad to be like 
him; but we read of none but the V that ever attempted to 
be taken for him. 
The 


The Greeks, who ſtudied this ſcience under the Egyptiams, 
were exceedingly careful not to confound Minerva and her Ow! 
together, and conſtantly diſtinguiſh in their language the ſerious, 
venerable man, from the grave, heavy man. The Latins have 
guarded the term from all poſſible miſapprehenſion. Virgil lays, 
pietate gravem ac meritis—virum; and it is ſaid ſomewhere of 
Pomponius Atticus, that his comitas non fine ſeveritate erat, ne- 
gue gravitas fine facilitate; which nearly anſwer to the Aorarys 
and Seuvorys of the Greeks. 

But, after all, as ſcrupulouſly exact as theſe Diſtinctions may 
be, I cannot forbear queſtioning the general ſoundneſs of the 
ſcience itſelf. In ſome glaring inſtances indeed, the Profeſſors 
of it may, and ſo may every abnormis ſapiens judge right ; but 
in the main, ſo many circumſtances muſt concur, that, at beſt, 
it is very precarious. —If we conſider the object of Phyſiognomy, 
that cannot always be in the ſame ſtate ; for, granting that every 
line in the body has a correſpondent line in the mind (if I may 
ſo ſpeak) yet outward accidents may diſturb the diſpoſition of 
the one, without affecting the other. So likewiſe the paſſions 
may diſturb the internal lines without giving any external marks 
of it —If we conſider the Artiſt, he cannot always be in a fit 
diſpoſition to make his obſervations ; for, his {kill depends upon 
his ſeeing and feeling, accompanied with a certain happy ſagacity 
ariſing from both; but if either of theſe ſenſes fails, the art fails. 
alſo, The Poet ſays, All ſeem yellow to the jaundic'd eye; 
and the faculty allows that the fevered hand will often miſtake 
the patient's pulſe. 

It may then be aſked, how came this art ever into reputation ? 
I anſwer, by the ſame means that Urinal Quacks and Conjurers 


have had a run here in this kingdom ; by a difficulty of acceſs 
and a parade of hard words; and by giving time to their Zanies 
to pump out the ſecrets of the vulgar : thus furniſhed with a pre- 
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vious knowledge of their ſeveral caſes, they enter upon their office 
with-the certainty of Sir George Trueman in the Drummer, or 
the Haunted Houſe, when, in the diſguiſe of a conjurer, he is 
conſulted by his ſervants. By ſome ſuch ſecret intelligence, in all 
probability, the diſpoſition of Socrates was diſcovered to Zopyrus : 


he worked by the aſſiſtance of ſome ſervant, or perhaps an idle 


{cholar of the Philoſopher's, who watched the good old man in 


an unguarded hoyr, and then betrayed him. — Sometimes intelli- 
gence is picked op Tem the votaries themſelves; who, under the 
influence of prepoſſeſſion or ſudden aſtoniſhment, gape out their 
own ſecrets, and then impute the diſcovery to the ſuperior abili- 
ties of the Practitioners. Upon theſe ſandy and fallacious foun- 
dations ſtands the ſcience of Phyfognomy. 
But as all forgeries and counterfeits take their firſt riſe from re- 


alities, or the ſuppoſed want of them; ſo this art implies there 


being ſuch a power in nature, or that ſuch a power would be 


uſeful to mankind. And, indeed, the utility of the thing itſelf 
is a good preſumptive proof of its exiſting ſomewhere ; becauſe 
to none, but atheiſtical and narrow-minded men, are there any 
deficiencies, or deſiderata in nature. The difficulty is to trace it 
out with that preciſion and exactneſs, as will exclude all con- 
jecture or ſurmile ; for nothing can be more arbitrary than de- 
terminations founded upon mere imagination, becauſe it has not 


one property that can abſolutely be depended upon. To remedy 


this evil, I ſhall endeavour to put this ſcience into a different 


channel, ſtill retaining the name, and by a courſe of fazical ex- 
periments to reduce it to a ſyſtem that cannot be controverted ; 
thereby ſtriking off the artful and lucrative deciſions of ſome, the 
uncandid Prognoſticks of others, and the common errors and ab- 
ſurdities of all who pretend to Phyþognomy. At the ſame time, 
I would not be thought to bear any malevolence at the Profeſſors 
themſelves, by thus queſtioning the certainry of their principles ; 


on the contrary, (as they are fit for nothing elſe) I wiſh them all 
places 
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places in this new ſyſtem; ſome as Planets of the firſt magnitude, | 


others as ſatellites, and fo down to the fourth houſe; as com- 
miſſioners, collectors, ſuperviſors, and petty-officers; and I pro- 


miſe, that if I have the appointment of their ſalaries, they that 
do moſt, ſhall be beſt paid. 


When I call this a new Syſtem of Phyfognomy, T would be un⸗ 


derſtood in the ſame ſenſe that we call this or that a e faſhion, 


when it is really a revival or improvement of an old one; ¶Multa 
renaſcentur que jam cecidere—) becauſe, from ſome claſſical ex- 
preſſions, I am apt to think the Ancients, tho' too much, did not 
always go upon conjecture : for, when they talk of plumbeum in- 
genium, aſinus, plumbeus, gravaſtellus, &c. &c. what can we 
think but that they weighed men's heads againſt theſe heavy 


bodies, and thence denominated and claſſed them in their ſeveral 
departments? The ambiguous uſe of the word 7rutina alſo favours 


this ſuppoſition; for we read of putting men, writings, virtues and 
vices, as well as beef and mutton, into it. Add to theſe the term 
Gravity, which has certainly a Philoſophic caſt in it, and we can 
ſcarce doubt of its being taken from ſome Syſtem of Staticgg. 
But, tho' many paſſages in ancient authors thus lead us, think 
they had, in ſome caſes, better guides than mere conjecture, yet 
it is certain their proceſs or courſe of experiments is entirely loſt 
to us; we have no Idea of it: For, granting the head to be the 
Palace of noble underſtandings, the Seat of private Gentlemen's, 
and the Cottage of vulgar, how ſhall we come at a certain Know- 
ledge of it's furniture? We cannot weigh it ſeparately from the 
body, becauſe, as Seignior Vigani complained over his Succeda- 
neum, when diſſecting a living Grey-hound, pre iniquitate tem- 


porum non licet vivos homines diſſecare; and if we cannot weigh 


it alive, it anſwers no purpoſe to weigh it at all; becauſe the lite- 
leſs clod of the bel- Eſpris, and the ©/þrit groſſier, may be of equal 
gravity; for it is a certain fine vital Flame that makes all the 
diflerence between the wit and the fool.— “ Alas] poor Yorick.” 
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10 PHYS IO GN O M V. 
Where be your Gibes now? your Gambols? your Songs? 


« your flaſhes of merriment that were wont to ſet the table in 


* a roar? not one to mock your own grinning? quite chap- 
&« fallen!”-----From this poſthumous equality the Heathen mo- 
raliſts take frequent occaſion to mortify the pride of human great- 
neſs, as Lucian does that of female beauty by ridiculing the ſcalp- 
leſs muſty ſkull of the famous Helen. Shakeſpear carries the 
mortification farther in the following reflection of Hamlet. To 
« what baſe uſes may we return! Why may not imagination 


« trace the noble duſt of Alexander till he find it ſtopping a 
“ bung-hole?” 


" Imperial Cæſar dead, and turn'd to clay, 


“Might ſtop a hole to keep the wind away.” 


As then I can have no aſſiſtance from Antiquity, nor from any 
anatomical Experiments, but muſt make my own way through 
obſoleteneſs and obſcurity, I hope to be indulged the common 
privilege of bewildered travellers, to beg as I go along; to beg, 
not to ſhew me the way, nor for alms, or old cloaths, but for 
ſome terms of art, which may be lent me without any injury to 
the Artiſts themſelves, and yet may facilitate my journey thro” 
ſhadows, clouds, and darkneſs: And I ſhall ſtop at the doors of 
the writers upon Hydre/taticks to relieve me with ſome of theirs ; 


which I will endeavour to apply, with as littie variation from 


their primary meaning as I can; but if my ſubje& will not, in 
all points, ſubmit to ſtrict and exact conformity, I hope for their 


. excuſe: The man that lends me a great coat to put on in bad 


weather, is no ways injured, nor 1s his favour made leſs, if I 


only hang it looſe about my ſhoulders. 


I ſhall farſt ſpeak of /pecific Gravity; though this is ſo little ap- | 


propriate in truly grave Men, that it is difficult to diflinguiſh it 
from the ſpecific Gravity of an Aſs; there is the ſame ſtupidity, 


the ſame lumpiſhneſs, the ſame deor/um tendency in the one as 
in 
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in the other; they agree indeed ſo much in eoderm termino that 


their ſpecificality is ſwallowed up in their general likeneſs: We 
muſt have recourſe therefore to their primary qualities, and diſ- 


tinguiſh them by their moſt ſpecific difference, which is, That 


one goes upon zwo legs and the other upon four. Philoſophical 
men, perhaps, will be offended at this untechnical account of 


ſpecific Gravity; but I muſt deſire them to conſider the diffi- 
culty of coming at a more certain knowledge of it; for, though 
they, rather than fail of an Experiment, will contentedly be the 
ſubjectrof it themſelves, it is not ſo eaſy to perſuade other men to 
throw themſelves into a river to be weighed Hydroſtatically; and, 
in truth, if I could find a man grave enough to ſubmit, I ſhould 
fear his Gravity would not ſufter him to riſe again. But Chance, 
who has been a great Philoſopher in all ages, has happily fur- 
niſhed me with an Experiment.—— A grave old man and his 
als attempting to paſs a rivulet in a flood, the ſtream was too 
quick and rapid for the ſluggiſh animal, and carried him and his 
rider into the deep: The whirling of the water, and fear of 
drowning, ſoon parted this congenial pair; and each of them, re- 
gardleſs of the other, tried to get to land. Their Struggling at 
firſt overcame their Gravity, but at length, after much toil and 
many fruitleſs efforts, they ſubmitted, and quietly drove down 
the current. At this time, 1t was obſerved, that their -heads were 
both under water, but that the tips of their ears juſt pricked up 
above it; their backs were covered, but ever and anon a certain 
part of both would emerge and peep above water; and had it not 
been for the ſport of winds, the experiment had been correctly 
made; however enough was ſeen to ſhew that their Gravity was 
very nearly, if not exactly the ſame. 


By relative or partial Gravity, I mean that degree of heavi- 
neſs which one body has when compared with another of the 


ſame ſpecies; which definition ſuppoſes, and I am afraid it muſt 
be granted, that there is Gravity in all men. When the Regulus, 
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as the CHymiſt ſpeaks, is taken away, ſome caput mortuum will be 
found at the bottom. By ab/olute Gravity, a certain centri- 
petal force, a precipitate deſcent to the lower regions; for, who- 
ever is, © with all the might of Gravitation bleſt, and has ee Sir 
John Falſbaſf s Kalacrity in ſinking, will inſtantly preponde- 
rate, and his head fall down as in an exhauſted Receiver. | 

To come at the weight of mens heads with an exactneſs that 
enables me to range them under this propoſed order, I have con- 
trived a Steel. gone or girdle to go round their waſtes, and a 
Load-/tane to take them up and ſuſpend them in the air, as Ma- 
homet's tomb was once believed to hang at Medina: for I find 
that men thus truſſed up, and unable to turn the ſcale by any 
foreign matter, muſt fall into their ſeveral and reſpective depart- 
ments of Gravity: let them ſquirm about as much as they will, 
and ſtruggle to ſupport their heads from ſinking, they can no 
more keep them up, than a witch can keep ber 8 down, when 
ſhe is tried by water Ordeal. It is with the rational, as with the 
material world; mens underſtandings ſubſide according to the 
laws of Gravitation; that which is heavieſt ſinks loweſt; that 
which is leſs heavy finks next, and ſo on in their ſeveral courſes, 
till we come to almoſt abſolute Levity. 

As this is entirely a new-invented Engine, it may be neceſſary 
to give ſome inſtructions in what manner to put it up: now, if 
we may truſt to Atomic and Atbeiſtic Philolophers, to your 74rav 
and anima mundi Gentry, it will fix itſelf up; no farſt cauſe is 
wanting, every thing is its own cauſe; but my advice 1s, not to 

depend too much upon ſuch ingenious refinements, but upon plain 
Carpenters principles, to put out a beam from the loft of ſome 
houſe, and near the end of it fix the Load-ſtone by a pulley; 
then fink or raiſe it till you find the true ſphere of it's attrac- 
tion. The following plate may make it more intelligible to the 
reader, where all the figures are ſuppoſed to have been weighed 


by the Load-ſtone's taking them up * by their Girdles, 
and 
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and to have fallen into the directions they are placed, according 
to their different Gravities. iT f 0 | | 
I I ſhall exemplify the operation and uſe of this Apparatus, after 
firſt premiſing, that, when any, comes voluntarily to be weighed, 
he muſt be carefully ſearched that he has no lead in his ſhoes, 
or about any ballancing part of his body; as Jockies are weighed 
at NNew-market, on and off, —That none be weighed, but when 
they are perfectly ſober; becauſe ſome forts of liquors, as ſome 
ſorts of fevers, are apt to make men light-headed ; I except morn- 
ing drinkers; for, as they are not at, all elevated by their beer, 
they may be weighed at any time. — That Books divided into 
Columns be kept, and every one's name entered according to his 
weight under proper heads, — That the offices be open every day 
in the week, Sundays and Holidays excepted, from ten to one, 
and from three to ſix; and that every body have the liberty of 
copying his neighbour's underſtanding for the ſmall price of ſix- 

nce.— N. B. As there is no room to diſtinguiſh between oc- 
cafional and abſolute Gravity, Iadviſe men not to ſuffer themſelves 
to be weighed immediately after lying in bed too long in a morn- 
ing; a full meal, or a nap in an elbow chair; after five hours at 
cards, or two hearing a Methodiſt Preacher, or indeed any 
Preacher, &c. &c. 1 | 

I am very ſenſible that great oppoſition will be made to this my 
Scheme, becauſeI know the danger of attacking, or even rectify ing 
any eſtabliſhed Syſtem ; and eſpecially one that has been thought 
ſo infallible, that the ſentences of. O//raci/m and death have been 
pronounced upon it.— The Zealots in this art I would pacify 
with this Sugar-plumb; that I mean to fight under their banner, 
and not to overturn, but corroborate their Syſtems ; for, abundans 


cautela non nocet is a maxim in Weſminſter Hall; and I don't 


think that ſaving advice of Cicero, as great a man as he was, neve 
major cura et opera ſuſcipiatur quam cauſa poſtulet, ſhould be re- 
garded in this caſe, whatever it might be in the Roman Senate. 

4 Put 
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But if this will not ſweeten their tempers, and they reject me as 
an auxiliary, I claim the Privilege of being angry too, and make 
no ſcruple to aſſert, it is a dangerous and wicked art in their hands. 
They may, by way of revenge, find out the lines of my face, 
and make what concluſions they pleaſe from them; we have no 
executions, or baniſhments in this happy Iſland, upon ſuch ſlen- 
der evidence; tho' the total extirpation of them was reſerved to 
grace the annals of Gz oR GR the Second, in whoſe happy reign 
the ſtatute againſt Wizards and Witches was repealed. | 
Fronti nulla fides is an Adage of very long ſtanding, and it's 
verity is as great as it's antiquity; which circumſtance reflects 
much diſcredit upon the extempore ſentences of Phhyſfognomiſis; 
it is a fallacious way of judging, and muſt not be too much en- 
couraged nor relied upon; for, unleſs we could tell how the tem- 
erament and muſcles of the face act upon the mind, and vice 
verſa, which the Metaphyſicians have not explained to us, the 
preſent doctrine of Phy/iognomy is of a piece with a/?rologocal and 
Roficrufian abſurdities: P. Malebranche, in his Recherche de la 


verite, ſays, tllat, Material things cannot unite themſelves to our 


* fouls, becauſe matter is extended, and the ſoul is not extended, 


which is point blank againſt it: tho', with ſubmithon, his ar- 

ument is rather taken from a Taylor's ſhop, than out of a ſchool 
of Philoſophers ; for, the firſt would argue for the neceſſity of 
two ſelvages before he can make a ſeam ; but a Philoſopher may 
readily conceive an union of two ſubſtances without a needle and 
thread. Regardleſs therefore of Thales Mileſius, Artemidorus, 
Anaximander, Adamanthus the Sophiſt, and Ariſtotle among the 
Ancients; Baprii/ta Porta, and our countryman Robert Fludd 
among the Moderns; or of my worthy cotemporaries the Gypſies 
and Fortune-tellers among the Hedges; I will confine myſelf to 
the experiments I have made with a ſmall hand engine of my own 
inventing, (a model of the plan already laid down) and the ob- 


ſervations I made afterwards upon the underſtandings of the men 


I weighed 
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I weighed with it: ſhould any errors be diſcovered when com- 
pared with one of a larger ſcale, be it remembered that watches 
ſeldom go ſo true as clocks. , | 

In the three learned Profeſſions we generally expect to find 
Gravity, andin truth we are ſeldom diſappointed; but it is by no 
means peculiar to any one of them; and oftentimes that ſeriouſ- 
neſs, which becomes them in office, is miſtaken for it: but it may 
always be known by adhering to the man when the proſeſſor is 
no more; for he that cannot pull off his face with his robe or his 
gown, has genuine abſolute Gravity in him. Few men are born 
with that caſt of countenance, which they muſt afterwards wear 
upon the ſtage of this world, and therefore with their brother 
Players take the Larva or maſk to perſonate their characters in; 
but nothing but abſolute Gravity can induce them to keep it on, 
when the Play of the Day is over. For what can be more ri- 
diculous than for men to call for their wine, their candles, or 
their coals, in the language of the ſchools, the bar, or Warwich 
Lane, when retired from thoſe ſcenes of buſineſs and importance ? 
I do not mean that © noiſy mirth and mid- night revelry”” ſhould 
ſucceed, but a certain comitas or facility, that levels a man to a 
familiarity with his friends in a free and eaſy converſation. 

(A) Abſolute Gravity is flow, ſolemn and cautious, keeping 
cloſe in ſhore, as well knowing the dangers of the deep; talks of 
trifles with importance, and ſays nothing that can be contra- 
dicted; nods and ſhrugs when Ideas are all out, and artfully af- 
fects a filence till the ſluggiſh animal ſpirits bring in a few more, 
It's gait is ſtiff and formal, as walking in an _undertaker's pro- 
ceſſion, or, as Horace ſays, velut qui Funonis ſacra ferret; ſtops 
ſometimes ſhort as full of thought, but really for want of it, and 
pretends to put on a forgetfulneſs that is truely unavoidable. 
A face unſentimental, an eye unobſerving, unchangeableneſs of 
countenance, and immoveableneſs of features, with a ſtand off, 
procul, O procul efle, Profanil diſtinguiſh theſe men of weight, 

; 4 without 
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without importance, theſe ſtupid halkburnt lumps of clay.—Now, 
tho it is impoſſible to envy, or wiſh to be one of this number, 
yet I muſt own few men paſs through the world, more quietly, 
or meet with more negative reſpect than they do; for, being 
furniſhed with but few Ideas, as they have not the pleaſure, ſo 
they have not the pain of thinking; nor, for the ſame reaſon, can 
they ever oftend with a Bon mot, or ſmart expreſſion; and luckily 
tor them, this very incapacity is conſidered as a kind of voluntary 
reſerve, from a point + good- breeding, or deference to their ſu- 
periors; for, the world is Carteſian ſtill, and goes upon a plenum 
when it judges of grave heads. Another circumſtance in favor of 
abſolute Gravity, is it's likeneſs to attention; which is a more en- 
dearing recommendation to moſt companies, and eſpecially to great 
talkers; for, ſilent flattery exceeds noiſy adulation, as admira- 
tion excells babbling praiſe, and ſteals to the heart under the diſ- 
guiſe of natural and unavoidable approbation: but this is Gravity 
it it's calm eſtate, 

Interdum tamen et vocem tollit—iratuſque Gravis tumido de- 
litigat ore, and then, as from a fire made of green wood, we have 
nothing but crackling, ſputtering, and ſmoke ; Magnus fine vi- 
ribus ignis—incaſſum furit---Grave men, like all other heavy 
bodies, when once diſturbed and put in motion, have an equal 
averſion from reſt. —S7 diſcordia vexet inertes, they bounce and 
fly; for anger is a kind of yeaſt in lumpiſh conſtitutions, that fer- 
ments, and gives a frothy, tretting volatility to the ſluggiſh matter. 


So have I ſeen the dumplin fair and plump, 

(Which 417 our cook-maid makes for ſweet-heart John) 
Start on a ſudden from the dark Abyſs, | 

And ſkud upon the ſurface; but the fire 

By faving hands once damp'd, and near put out, 


This vain Pretender to a loftier Region 
Precipitately falls, and ſinks down-right, ANoN. 
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I have often attended to theſe men in their rage, expecting that 
the allies of paſſion might work out ſomething, tho' of a freakiſh 
kind of livelineſs ; but the utmoſt I could ever yet diſcover never 
roſe above the Laconic intermination of Meptune to the winds, 
Quos ego A ferociouſneſs of features, a ſtaring wildneſs will break 
forth; but lead, hot or cold, melted or unmelted, is lead ſtill, 
and will preponderate. | 
(B) When I ſee a painful and firangling conatus to emerge 
from abſolute Gravity, I cannot help pitying the man, well know- 
ing it is inſuperable; and yet, I think, I have ſometimes diſ- 
covered, tho' no difference in the weight, ſomething lighter in 
his purſuits; which I cannot account for, unleſs ſome irregular 
flux of the animal ſpirits occaſions it. But the difference is ſo 
ſmall, that it Nimpoſſible to diſtinguiſh him by any perſonal marks 
from abſolute Gravity. If a Divine, he does not read the School- 
men, but he takes in weekly a ſheet or two of one or other-of 
the Hiſtories of the Holy Bible, hackneyed out by the News- 
hawkers to all parts of this kingdom. If a Lawyer, he does not 
begin ab ovo of the law, but he certainly takes into a dark age or 
two of it. If a Phyſician, tho' he does not read the Empyrick 
Paracelſus, yet he will ſtudy Salmon's works, and get by heart 
the twenty-four good properties of an old nurſe by Dr. Fuller. 
If he has no particular employment, he weaves nets, or cuts up 
walking; ſticks, and carves Eagles and Ducks heads to them; if 
crooked, the beaks are ready made, and there is nothing wanting 
to compleat the works of his ingenuity but ink or black beads to 
make eyes with. If his circumſtances require labour, he will not 
threſh, but he will ſerve the Maſons, or draw ſtraws for a Thatcher; 
he will not work in the mines, but he will ſweat in ſmelting the 
ore; he will not roll barrels, but he will make them; and if not 
drudge for oyſters, have a hand in packing them up; to be ſure. 
not ſpirit to eat them. + gg 1418 
(C) The next Figure is leſs grave, but confuſed and in great 
diſorder. Such men have many of the rough tools which our un- 


derſtandings 
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in the old; and both calculated for very different purpoſes. 


18 F'R.Y SIO &6:N- ON 
derſtandings ſometimes make uſe of, but none of the finer and 
finiſhing kind, which are neceſſary for perfecting a work. They 
can hew out the ſcantlings cf a Fabrick, but not put them to- 
gether; they can ſaw, but not plane; they can forge, but not po- 
liſh : They write coarſely, incoherently and abſurdly: They roar, not 
talk ; they are bulls, not companions. In religion they are fran- 
tick and cruel; in politicks poſitive, hot and noiſy; “ change 
{© fides and ſtill confute.“ In publick converſations, rude and 
abuſive; in tete à tete s, back-biting and ſlanderous. But as voci- 
ferous as theſe men generally are in converſation, they can, upon 
occaſion, be as mute and reſerved; for I never could fee, but that 
they who throw dirt, will ſometimes lick it; they will kick, and 
kiſs in the ſame breath; and Bullies will not ſcruple to turn Pimps. 
The Thraſonic and Gnathonic govern by turns; and he, © whoſe 
“ very look's an oath” to-day, will be a fawning ſycophant to- 
morrow, | 

Crawling in this line, I generally find hopeleſs Infidelity ; for, 
tho' that noble Science, to ſpeak in the phraſe of prize- fighters, 
who are great admirers of it, is ſome how taken for a mark of 
quick diſcernment, and ſuperiority of genius, when it does not 
proceed from a bad heart, it really ſprings from a grave and 
puzzling head. The wholeſale merchants in this commodity, 
are tolerably correct in their bills of parcels, and ſeldom err in 
the accounts of the places they fetch them from ; but then the 
commodities themſelves are of ſo wretched a quality, like ſilk 
and cotton fretting one another, ſo cold and comfortleſs in their 
application and uſe, that none but poor, confuſed, and perplexed. 
underſtandings will have any concerns with them, But the ſmall 
dealers and little retailers of infidelity are ſtill worſe ; for they 


ſeldom know even from whence their goods come: ſometimes 


they will preſent you with a piece of ſtuff wrought up by the 
ſcholars in the Old Academy, which was really begun and finiſh- 
ed in the new; ſometimes in the Vew Academy what was woven 


They 


7 
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They blunder likewiſe in the dates of their goods; ſome, as 
made ſince the Chriſtian Ara, which were worn ofi another oc- 
caſion, and out of faſhion long before; others, as before that 


Fwd that were invented and worn but a few 
and ſome of them even in the preſent : But all 


and the atrabilaire Blaſphemer, are equally captivating exhibi- 
tions for thy filly wonder -In truth, a mongrel underſtandin 

will always be meddling and doing miſchief ; abſolute Gravity 
never ſtirs out of its place, but, like the weight of a pariſh clock, 
keeps punctually to its perpendicular; a conatus againſt abſolute 
Gravity only wriggles a little, as the weight does when the clock 
is winding up ; but partial Gravity has more extent of line, and 
ſwings about as the weight ſtriking againſt the ſides of the caſe; 
which, if it does not ſtop the clock, certainly makes it go wrong. 

D) The head in this direction is furniſhed with abilities well 
adapted, and fit for the common affairs of life, and as ſuch is 
juſtly eſteemed ; for there are parts in the Drama that a Gar- 
rick will not ſtoop to, and a — cannot reach; which, if left out, 
or ill executed, make a vaſt chaſm in the performance. A ſub- 
ordination of underſtanding, as well as of place, is neceſſary in 
ſtates and kingdoms; all muſt not be prime miniſters; every 
maſter builder muſt have labourers under him of different occu- 
pations; ſome to execute what he deſigns, and others to prepare 
and fetch materials; and ſo long as men keep in the character 
nature deſigned them for, they are looked upon with reſpect. But 
what an inundation of contempt and ridicule breaks in upon 
them when they depart from it! when carts and waggons, which 
| & C 2 are 
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are carriages of burthen, uſurp the dignity of chariots and coaches, 


and drive into the beau monde It is my misfortune to know a 


young man who has been brought up in a reputable way, and 


has abilities extremely ſuitable to his calling; but,1s ſo unlucky 
as to think a more elevated ſtyle in his diſcourle raiſes him pro- 
portionably in the opinion of men, and gives him a place among 
the literati. With this view, he has had recourſe to an Engliſh dic- 
tionary upon all occaſions, not for the explanation of hard words, 
but to acquire them ; *and by changing common for ſynonymous 
ones, generally derived from the learned languages, and often- 
times obſolete, he has made himſelf the jeſt of his ſuperiors, and 
wholly unintelligible to his equals; as a taught Jay or Mag-pye + 
is ridiculous for his mimickry, and at the ſame time confounds, 
and even frightens, his brethren in the woods. I weighed this 
young man before and fince he turned pedant, and found he 
ſunk in exact proportion to his imaginary riſe, and, if he goes 
on, will fall down to partial, if not abſolute Gravity, unleſs the 
Coxcomb catches him up as he ſinks, and carries him with him 
into his own apartment. 

(E) But I haſten to the Horizontal direction, where I ſee 
the ſenfible, the wiſe, and the good, all ranged in order, where 
I have the pleaſure to ſee all my friends ſmiling upon their chear- 
tul companion, I come now to that golden mediocrity, 


Where place me Heaven! and of all thy ſtore 
Of worldly bleſſings, I will afk no more. 
ANON, 


Here we find ſenſe without pride, wiſdom without art, and 
goodneſs without affectation; ſeriouſneſs without gravity, mirth 
without levity, and piety without moroſeneſs or ſeverity. No 
cruelty in Religion, no noiſe in Politicks, no coarſe reflections, no 
{landerous converſations approach this hallowed place. In ſhort, 
here dwells every thing that dignifies a human Being. | 

SIDE} | | es | hy 
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(F) If we aſcend the region of Mit, we ſhall be highly enter- 
tained; ſometimes gathering flowers in the fields of fancy; ſome- 
times ſtruck with the ſprightlineſs and vivacity of Soi well 
choſen ſimiles, metaphors, allegories, and all the gay attendants 
upon imagination ſurround us: It is a new world of pleaſure and 
delight; but it is never ſo, except when we ſee it ſupported by 
the durable columns of good ſenſe and good manners; when we 
are aſlured that no advantage will be taken of our admiration to 
excite. in us indecent and unchaſte ideas: For wit is too apt 
of itlelf to run riot, and if not moderated and ballanced by ſome 
Jober and ſolid principles, will overturn us; and no matter whe- 
ther we break our necks out of the chariot of the ſun, or a ſtage- 
coach. Prophaneneſs and obſcenity would be wit from the 
mouth of a fiend, theſe may be the characteriſticks of it in the 
infernal regions; but here on earth no man has it genuine, who does 
not preſerve decency and order, as many experiments have con- 

vinced me. | | | 
(G) A Coxcomb may be known by a fimpering complacency, 
and placid admiration of himſelf; by a redundancy of {mall talk 
upon common occurrences, and ſometimes by /e/qiþedalia verba, 
and a pompolity of harangue. The ſame degree of underſtand- 
ing will anſwer all theſe purpoſes; for, tho' the frigid and tur- 
gid may, at firſt fight, ſeem oppoſite qualities, yet they are re- 
ally no more ſo than water in the ebb, or at high-tide, are of 
contrary temperatures: But if any one has falſely affociated an 
idea of vivacity with the gurgid (to go on with my ſimile) there 
is no greater difference than between the water in my ſpring, 
and that which boils my meat; for, tho' the latter has an effer- 
veſcence and aeſtuoſity in it that looks like ſpirit, yet it is really 
nothing but vapid water at the bottom. This is a Coxcomb in 
his true poſition. But ſometimes, I am ſorry to ſay it, the 
figure immediately below will vibrate and ſwing up to this point; 
it moves not in a ſtrait line, but in Zigzag, as an aukward at- 
I: tempt, 
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tempt, and rather againſt the.grain. It hurts one to ſee a man of 


genius in this place; but vanity has oftentimes an attractive force 
that overcomes the beſt underſtandings. Sometimes the figure 


above flutters down to this direction, and the pertneſs and im- 


pertinence of the Fool join iſſue with the Coxcomb; and then, 
ee bad neighbourhood I ween.” In ſhort, ſo many different cha- 
racters diſembogue themſelves into this compound of vanity and 
affection, I delaſſare valent Fabium.---Suffice it to 
ay, that the propoſed apparatus will ſo. ſeparate the parts as to 
give every one its due weight. 

(H) The pert Fool is a Gnat buzzing in every one's ear, he“ 
is at your elbow and your mouth; in your path when you walk, 
and perches at the back of your chair if you ſit down: He hops 
about a room like a tame Robin-red-breaf?, and picks up the 
crumbs of converſation. © He is here---He is here---He is gone, 
like the Ghoſt in Hamlet; too lilly for ſport, and too civil to be 
kicked; below ridicule, inſenſible of mental, and above manual 
correction. He thruſts himſelf into all companies, and is familiar 


with all ranks of people; ſhakes hands with his ſuperiors without 


difidence, and lolls upon their ſhoulders without diſtinction. 
Regardleſs of your frowns he talks with you, confident of his 
bien venue, he viſits you; if not at home, he waits for your re- 


turn; if buſy, for your leiſure; and if fick, to comfort your fa- 


mily: He ſtays without aſking, and takes leave without going. 
Locks, bars and bolts are no greater ſecurity from an impertinent 
fool, than from flies. But there is no occaſion to defcribe him as 
we do an Highway-man that has robbed us, or the marks of a 


horſe that is ſtolen from us; his looks, his words, his actions, all 
betray him. | 


(I) The uppermoſt Figure is a wretched form of man, 


which humanity can neither laugh at, nor deſcribe. Over this 
I draw a veil. - bs | k 


Que genus aut flexum variant, Heteroclita ſunto, 1 2 the 
ram- 


* 
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Grammarian; and fuch erratic and anomalous figures would 
very frequently prefent themſelves to me; for as my engine was 
as correct as any of the like fize and ſtructure could well be, its 
variations could not be owing to that, but to the bodies weighed 
in it, Man is a very changeable animal, and does not long con- 
tinue in the ſame character. I once found the perpendicular 
figure A in a tremulous motion for half a minute and one ſe- 
cond before it came to its uſual reſt. But then I found the man 
was difconcerted for having faid more than Yes or No at a Mayor's 
feaft the day before. Mercury, it ſeems, who loves miſchief as 
his eyes, had infuſed ſomething in his wine, which ſet his tongue 
a running. It cou'd not ſurely be the wine itſelf! 

(B) The conatus againſt abfolute Gravity, would ſometimes 
ceafe, and drop its head; weary of ſtruggling againſt the grain. 
To roll a ſtone up hill is infinite labour. 

(C) The next figure amazed me. Twice it fluttered up to 
comparative Levity, came down to its firſt direction, mounted 
again; and in this fluctuating manner continued for a time. 
Suſpecting ſome unfairneſs in the ſubjects of my experiment, I 
examined their pockets, and upon one I found. 's 
Journals, and a taking Sermon of R------ nes; upon another, a 
ſmall common-place-book filled with extracts from Blount, 
Toland, Collins, Mandeville, Morgan, and others. The Me- 
rhodliſt keeps in his proper rank, whilſt he is plotting the circu- 
lation of the hat for collections. The Free-thinker keeps his, 
whilſt he is patching up his motley piece, wrdrigue collatis mem- 
bris; but theſe labours over, enthuſiaſm catches up the one, and 
impudence the other, and whirl them both for a time into the 
Coxcomb's apartment. | 

There is one ſtraggling and irregular figure more which de- 
ferves notice, though it is ſo mixed and complicated in its mo- 
tions, as to come under no one certain Predicament; and this 
attends upon wit or good ſenſe, as the Jackal! does 2 the 

jon, 
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Lion, to catch up what the other may chance to let fall; (for 
whatever previous uſe this animal may be of to his maſter 
im taking his prey, all Naturaliſts agree he partakes with 
him, or at leaſt picks the bones after him) which opens 
to us a common character that is all void and waſte, without 
any incloſure or property of its own, but by gleaning in other 
men's corn fields carries a tolerable ſample to market: Such men 


have juſt underſtanding enough to know what is good ſenſe, 


cunning enough to ſteal it where they can, and ſometimes me- 
mory enough to retain it; but oftener drop ſome, like ſhop-lift- 
ers in the night, or ſeramblers at a fire, who ſcour off with 
half their booty. If a man of rather abſolute Gravity happens 
to be the thief, a little will ſerve his turn, as his conſumption is 
but ſmall; for, if he takes out with him four ſenſible ſayings, 
he will generally have one led one, or one to ſpare. Suppoſe he 
makes a viſit of four hours; he may fairly paſs off one in en- 
quiries after the family, &c. as how does your Laſhip. do? 
Has Miſs Fidget recovered her fright upon her Chloe's jumping 


out at the dreſſing- room window ? The weather is variable, but 


my Barometer ſays we are entering into fine, and that never 
goes wrong, &c. Thus one at an hour's diſtance afterwards, as 
we take ſome ſorts of Phyſick, will complete the viſit: but if 
upon an extraordinary occaſion he waſtes his whole ſtock, he 


knows when his clock is down, and marches off. If a man 


of rather partial Gravity goes to the Horizontal, as boys 
at ſchool, for ſenſe, he muſt either ſteal largely, as his vo- 
lubility demands more, or he muſt dilute it, as ſome cooks ſpoil 
broth, to make it go the farther: But if at any time he 
forgets a part of what he heard, or blunders, or makes it non- 
ſenſe in relating it, depend upon it, he will be ingenuous 
enough to tell the name of his author. When his ſtock is ex- 
hauſted, he will ſome way or other get to the Horizontal again, 
and rub himſelf, as Naturaliſts ſay a wounded Pite does againſt 


the 
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the balſamic ſides of the Tench, and thence fetch out freſh mat- 
ter, Such men may be always known by here and there a pur 
pureus pannus; for as it will not aſſimilate with their own 
coarſe dreſs, it ſtands rather as a Badge to ſhew they take alms, 
and are beholden to other people for what they have. 1 
I was encouraged in this undertaking, by obſerving the haſty 
and raſh coneluſions of mere Phyfiognomifts, who have ſet down 
certain marks of ignominy as inſeparable from the make and 
ſhape of ſome faces. Thus the round face is called unthinking ; 
the long lean face plotting and uncandid; the ſquare, impudent ; 
whereas I have known, and am at this time acquainted with 
men of theſe different ſhapes of face, who are ſenſible, open, 
candid and modeſt. The os rotundum, fibulatorium, quadratum, 
tranſverſum; the /abium denſum, elevatum, and depreſſum; 
the naſus longus, brevis, and Batavus-caninus, the Gypſies 
have made wicked work with, but their Prognoſticks are as falſe. 
as ſcandalous. 3 
To reſcue men from ſuch ſlanderous reflections, was the pri- 
mary deſign of this eſſay; but I have the pleaſure to ſee many 
other advantages ſpringing from it, ſome of which I ſhall enu- 
merate; and could I look into futurity, I doubt not but many 
more would preſent themſelves before me.-----—Such a machine 
fixed up in every Market-town, as Steel-yards to weigh hay, 
will prevent great impoſitions upon the publick ; for, if the 
ſolid contents of every man's head can be thus come at, every 
one will know how far he may truſt to the underſtanding of 
his neighbour. — If the fondneſs of parents will ſubmit to 
this experiment of their children's capacities, it will infallibly 
direct them to a proper choice of their ſeveral callings and em- 
ployments; and they will no longer be governed by the partial 
inducements of mechanical reading and an audible, or as it is 


generally called a /audable voice ; becauſe the former is often- 
D | times 
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times no more ingenuity than the pratings of a Parrot are un- 
derſtanding; nor the latter more harmony than the diſſonant 
clanging of the marrow- bone and cleaver is muſick. -The 
ſame machine will be uſeful to weigh the parts of men going 
into any publick employment, before they have made their full 
blunder, which oftentimes, like an error in the firſt concoction, 
never is got over afterwards; for, if we know upon certain 
principles they are not fools, we have nothing to do, but to 
hang them for rogues if they act wrong —-It will fave. the 
difficult, as well as diſagrecable: taſk of ſhaking. off an intimacy. 
we have once contracted; for I believe: there is not a, man, living, 
who has not in ſome inſtances withed himfelf quit of ſome 
his acquaintance, - though few have courage to do it: And for 
this reaſon I have often pitied thoſe Gentlemen, ho remove 
to any diſtance from their proper ſettiements, becauſe, it muſt. 
take a great deal of time before they can be fitted, with ſuitable 
companions. But if my ſcheme takes place, a man has nothing 
wto do but to ſend to the office at the next Market- town for a 
copy of the underſtandings of men of equal rank with himſelf. 
80 likewiſe, when any ſtranger fixes in a town or neighbourhaod, 
the people of the place, by making the ſame enquiry, may know 
whether it is worth their while to viſit him. Such an eſta- 
bliſhment therefore will preſerve: great order and, decorum in 
all: places; for, when men are conſcious: to themſelves. that their 
abilities may be known at ſo eaſy a rate, they will endeavour to 
conceal their weakneſſes as far as they are able. Yr 
But, after all, I am afraid men will not readily come into this 
ſcheme, becauſe ſomething may be loſt, as well as won by the 
experiment; and until a court of underſtanding, like a court of 
conſcience, be eſtabliſhed by. authority, obliging all people. of a 
certain age and upwards to be weighed in this ballance, it will 
never come into general uſe, However, till ſuch a law e 
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which is much to be wiſhed, I ſhall put about a ſubſeription with 
printed propoſals (the ſubſeribers names to be printed) for erecting 
ſuch machines in different parts of London, and all Market- 
towns; and if any one ſhould be unexpectedly ſnapt up as he 
ſaunters alomg the ſtreets; let him take it for his pains; he might 
have been more privately weighed if he would. For the ſame tea- 
fon, if any diſcrediting circumſtances ſhould attend his eleva- 
tion, why had not he the proper Habiliments on? For inſtance, 
if he be ſuſpended by the tongue of his ſhoe-buckle, be his parts 
what they will, he muſt fall into ablolute Gravity; if by his watch- 
chain or breeches-buckle, neither of which is in the ballancing 
center, he muſt fall into relative or partial Gravity ; and if by the 
ferrum humane Frontis, into the line of ſtark Fool.---As this 
ſuſpenſion will be very fudden; and I don't know a more ridicu- 
lous figure than a man with his hat and wig off in a publick 
ſtreet, I recommend it to every one to ſtraiten his hat-band, and 
make it to go very tight and cloſe to the head; if it ſhou'd cauſe 
a red circle upon the forehead, be it remembered, that the CVipini 
rubra corona was no ſmall honor in ancient times; tho' now ecce 
merum Criſpinus would affront many a modern Gentleman.— 
When I ſay all people, I mean only thoſe of the maſculine gender; 
for as the female ſex cannot be weighed with decency; fo really 
there is no occaſion for it: A peculiar delicacy of ſentiment, and 
eaſe of expreſſion, ſhew that their underſtandings generally play 
between wit and good-ſenſe ; and the few * fair defects of na- 
ture,” from an eager propenſity to ſpeak their minds, will diſcover 
themſelves. I AL UYFD | 


J know. of no juſt exception to my propoſal as to the utility of 


the thing itſelf; but the world in general is ſo unwilling to admit, 
and, indeed, ſo ſeldom fees a pure act of publick ſpirit, I expect 


ſome by-ends will be imputed to me. It will be faid I am bribed 


by the Inventors of the artificial Load-ſtone; or Iam a white, or 
11 D 2 black 


out wine at the bottom? Others, that I hurt the general topics of 
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black: ſmith; or I have a convenient loft to hang my Engine out 
at; one or other of theſe ſelfiſh: motives will certainly be objected 
to me; but I proteſt not one of them hits my caſe; my ſole views 
are, to take men out of the falſe ſcales of conjecture, and weigh 
them in the ballance of equity and truth: And I have invented 
this, becauſe I do not know any other engine, (if it wou'd anſwer 
the purpoſe) but what rather degrades a human being: For, if we 
take him into a butcher's ſcale, it is weighing him after beaſts; if to 
a chandler's, it is after the putrified fragments of one; and if to a 
hay-engine, it is after their provender. Hemp-dreflers, Rope- 


makers, &c. &c. every one cannot bear the ſmell of. —Others will 


ſay, I clip the wings of fancy by bringing things too near to de- 
monſtration ; but in my opinion, fancy is nothing without a little 
truth for its foundation: For, what are ruffles without the ſubſtan- 
tiality of a holland ſleeve, or the froth of a whip-ſyllabub with- 


modern converſation; and J hope in time I ſhall; but reformations 
are not to be made all at once; and therefore I ſhall accommo- 


date myſelf to the reigning humour for the preſent, and give men 
leave, inſtead of calling Blockheads, Coxcombs, Fools, &c. to 


ſay, I know fucha man's weight, or I gueſs ſuch a man's weight, 


or I with I knew ſuch.a man's weight, &c. This indulgence will 
filter the ſauce, with which moſt characters are ſerved up, from 
the coarſer lees of aſperity, but at the ſame time leave ſufficient 
poignancy behind. Yet] 5 220 


* 


When ſpeak thus familiarly of weight, the reader I hope remem- 


bers, I do not mean either Troy, or Avoirdup oiſe; for that Brob 
dingnag Bright of Malden might weigh no more than the Mor folk 


dwarf upon my principles; for, I mean by weight, only ſo much 


intellectual Gravity, as determinesa man's poſition in one or other 
of the lines already laid down; and therefore, if any one likes it 


better, he may fay, I know ſuch a man's point, or I gueſs ſuch 


a man's 
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a man's point, or I wiſh I knew ſuch a man's point. Over- 


timorous people will ſtart perhaps at this expreſſion, as it is one of 


the technical terms of ſporting ; but, to eaſe their fears, I do af- 
ſure them no qualification is neceſſary, and that no one has been 
taken up for a poacher for making uſe of any of them in com- 
-mon converſation. 

Before I make my exit a word or two to the Critics may not be 
improper; for, I hope I ſhall have ſome, it being a bad omen 
when all the rats forſake a ſhip. The nodding ſhrugging Critic, 


as who ſhould ſay, I wonder what ſome folks mean! I anſwer 


with a nod and a ſhrug, as who ſhould fay, I neither wonder 
at, nor regard what ſome folks think. The whiſpering Critic, 
who intimates I might ſpend my time better, I anſwer with this 
queſtion, Does he ſpend his time ſo well? His very whiſper be- 
trays he does not. The gloomy Critic I defy, with all his Inquiſi- 
torial tortures, to rack out a confeſſion of Prophaneneſs, Immorality, 
or Indecorum. The loud talking Critic, who roars out his no 
notion of a man's trifling in ſuch a manner, I aſk, How he ſpends 


his vacant hours? Are /udying Magazines, drowſing in an el- 


bow chair, lolling at a window, or knotting of fringe, more 


ſignificant amuſements? But theſe men are Buſh-fighters, and 


aim rather at your legs than your head, to mangle, not kill, 


The true writing Critic enters the liſts boldly, and cries out, 


There is neither fancy, ſpirit, nor language in this performance. 


I plead guilty and kiſs the rod; For why ſhould the Court be 


troubled with his long circumſtantial evidence to convict me? 


To the common queſtions of the Ordinary of Newgate, as 
« How entered it my head to write? What inſtigated me, &c.“ 
I ſhall only fay, it was not breaking the Sabbath, and keeping 
lewd women company; I left no calling for this idle trade: 
My eyes fail me for cloſer applications, and I amuſe myſelf in 
this way becauſe it pequires neither. Doing nothing, or doing 


nothing 


—O— — — * ens yam, 
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nothing to the purpoſe, is indeed generally {aid to be the ſame 
thing; but with reſpe& to the mind of man, which loves em- 
loyment, there is ſurely a great difference. — Emperor 
that killed flies would have been miſerable upon the lazy Sefa 
of an Eaſtern Monarch; for, that diverſion of his, which has 
always been aſcribed to his love of cruelty, I can ſcarce think 
was any thing more than his love of action; for the little agonies 
of an expiring fly would not gratify the ordinary ſpleen of an 
ill-natured man. 
And now, my gentle Reader, I unwillingly take leave (I wiſh 
you cou'd ſay the ſame) and I beg of you never to aſk me, nor 
ſo much as gueſs at the names of the perſons I have already 
weighed; for it is a:ſecret that ſhall never be divulged: And the 
more effectually to prevent a diſcovery, I have never plucked two 
feathers from the ſame bird, I have never painted two features of 
the ſame face; nothing perſonal is intended, and therefore gui 


Capit, ile facit, 18 IA 55 
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